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 You will probably remember that, between the year 
1492 (1453 in most countries), and the year 1789  we 
talk about the Modern Age.  

 Hence the political, economic and social system is no 
longer the feudalism, now it is called ANCIEN 
RÉGIME. 
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 The main characteristics of 
this system are: 

• Low growth of the population. 
• Agrarian based economy. 
• Society organised in three estates 

or social groups, the Estates of the 
realm:  one of the French 
Revolution causes. 

• Absolute morarchy. 
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 During the Early 
Modern Age, the BR 
and the DR were high 
due to the famines, 
wars and epidemics. 
Therefore the NRI was 
low and sometimes 
population decreased. 
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• Economy was based on agriculture, 
almost 75% of population belonged to 
the Primary Sector. They used primitive 
techniches that provided a low 
productivity 

• Trade with other regions was little. 

• Craft industries were based in gilds and 
cottage system, also called putting out 
or domestic system. 
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•HIGH CLERGY: ARCHIBISHOPS, BISGOPS, CARDINALS. Were rich, didn’t pay taxes and ran both, the Church and some aspects of the 
country. 

•LOWER CLERGY. 

•Collected taxes and were literate. 

THE CLERGY: The First Estate 

•1% of the population. 

•Did not pay any taxes. They had political or military obligations but mainly dedicated their time to hunting and social events. They lived in 
palaces and obtained rents or income from their lands, which were worked by the peasants. 

THE NOBILITY: The Second Estate 

•96% of the population. 

•The haute bourgeoisie consisted of important traders, bankers and high public officials. They continued to prosper, especially in certain 
countries. The English and Dutch bourgeoisie eventually gained access to political positions. 

•The petite bourgeoisie included artisans, small-scale traders and labourers. They were disadvantaged by having to pay taxes and badly 
affected by the crises. 

•The peasants formed the majority of the population, whose situation was very precarious. Therefore, they became very vulnerable 
during agricultural crises and many of them had to resort to begging. 

THE COMMONERS: The Third Estate. 
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THE EUROPEAN MONARCHIES 

 

 The authoritarian monarchies of the 16th 
century became absolute monarchies, the 
king then had ABSOLUTE AND UNLIMITED 
POWER that came directly from GOD. 

 However in England appeared a new 
political system, the PARLIAMENTARY 
MONARCHY in which the monarch 
decissions must be approved by parliament. 

 



   Remember that during the 
17th and the 18th century 
kings thought that their power 
came directly from God. They 
held the legislative, executive 
and judicial power. 
Phillosophers like Bossuet, 
who believed in the Divine 
Right of Kings supported the 
Absolutism. 
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  The reign of France’s Louis XIV (1638-1718), known as the 

Sun King is the best example of an absolute monarch. 
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 During the reign of King Louis XIV, an enigmatic man spent several 
decades confined to the Bastille and other French prisons. No one knew 
his identity or why he was in jail. Even stranger, no one knew what he 
looked like—the prisoner was never seen without a black velvet mask 

covering his face. The anonymous prisoner has since inspired countless 
stories and legends—writings by Voltaire and Alexandre Dumas helped 
popularized the myth that his mask was made of iron and that he was 

the king’s brother. 



    In that time, he transformed the 
monarchy, ushered in a golden age of art 
and literature, presided over a dazzling 
royal court at Versailles, annexed key 
territories and established his country as 
the dominant European power. During the 
final decades of Louis XIV’s rule, France 
was weakened by several lengthy wars 
that drained its resources and the mass 
exodus of its Protestant population 
following the king’s revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes. 
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 The Edict of Nantes (1598), 
signed by Louis XIV 
grandfather, Henry IV granted 
to the Huguenots (Calvinists) 
freedom of conciens and 
marked the end of the 
Religious Wars that desolated 
France during the 16th 
century.  

 

 



: “ ” 
• Controlled the State without a 

Prime Minister. 
• Controlled the three estates tighly, 

excluding some noblemen from 
his councils. 

• Defended the divine origin of his 
power. 

• Developed a programe of 
propaganda and self-glorification. 
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• The administration became more 
professsional: there was a High Council and 
several Secretaries of State. 

• Modernised the army with new weaponry and 
ships. 

• In economy was applied the theory of 
mercantilism. 

• Manufacturing industries were created. 
• The foreign trade was promoted. 
• The country was involved in wars to became the 

most powerful in Europe. 
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If you want to enlarge your knowlegde about Louis 
 XIV clicking here you’ll find more info. 

 

WHAT IS MERCANTILISM? 

 

 The the theory that a country’s power 
depended mainly on its wealth and it is 
base on the accumulation  of precious metals 
obtained by trade, increasing exprorts and 
reducing imports. 
In France Jean Bodin  promoted this theory. 

 

http://www.history.com/topics/louis-xiv


   In early 17th century, England was ruled 
by Charles I, from the House of Stuart as 
an absolute monarch. 

 In 1642 war broke between the kin’s 
supporters and his opponents, the 
bourgeosie and the members of the 
Parliament, led by Oliver Cromwell. 

 In 1649, the king was judged and found 
guilty of treason and executed. 
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  The Republic was proclaimed and Oliver 

Cromwell became the ruler of England 
between 1653 and 1658.  

 In 1660, Parliament restored the 
monarchy with Charles II (1660-1685), 
succeeded by James II (1685-1688).  In 
1679 the Habeas Corpus Act was passed 
by the Parliament, It prevented the King 
from arbitrarily imprisoning people. 
However, both kings tried to re- 
establish the Absolute monarchy and in 
1688 took place the Glorious 
Revolution. 
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THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION OF 1688-1689 

 

 Replaced the reigning king, James II, with the joint 
monarchy of his protestant daughter Mary and her 
Dutch husband, William of Orange. It was the keystone 
of the Whig (those opposed to a Catholic succession) 
history of Britain. 

 The British causes of the revolution were as much 
religious as political. Indeed, the immediate 
constitutional impact of the revolution settlement was 
minimal. Nonetheless, over the course of the reign of 
William III (1689-1702) society underwent significant 
and long-lasting changes. 



  
 William III and his wife Mary II (James II 

daughter) swore  respect the Bill of Rights: 
 
• The king’s power was limited. 
• The Bill of Rights assumes that the monarch 

will be Anglican, and forbids the persecution 
of Protestants as the catholic James II did.   

• The king could no longer create new laws or 
taxes without the meeting of parliament and 
their full consent.  

• Division of powers: executive, legislative and 
judicial. 
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   In the late 17th century, John Locke, an 
English philosopher : 

• Criticised the Absolutism and defended the 
Parliamentary Monarchy. 

• Enunciated two important theories, the 
Empirism and the Liberalism:  

 Locke believed that people had natural 
rights to “life, liberty, and property”, and 
that the role of government was to preserve 
these rights. If a government does not 
preserve these rights, then the people have 
a right to change their government. 
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Let’s watch a video 

https://youtu.be/i-a4ueSsa3Y
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   In the 18th century, 

French philosophers such 
as Montesquieu, Voltaire 
and Rousseau spread 
Locke´s political ideas, 
which brought into 
question the Ancien 
Régime.  
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Many of these ideas formed the ideological basis of the French Revolution (1789) 
and the liberal revolutions in Europe and the rest of the world that lead to the USA 
Independence (1776) and it´s Constitution (1787) and Bill of Rights (1791). 



  
  The US Constitution is the oldest and shortest written 

Constitution of any major government in the world. 
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  Since 1952, the Constitution has been on display in the National 
Archives Building in Washington, DC. Currently, all four pages 
are displayed behind protective glass framed with titanium. To 
preserve the parchments quality, the cases contain argon gas and 
are kept at 67 degrees Fahrenheit with a relative humidity of 40 

percent. 



´
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1610: LOUIS 
XIII KING OF 

FRANCE 

1618 THE 
THIRTY YEARS 
WAR STARTS 

1648 PEACE OF 
WESTPHALIA 

1649 CHARLES I IS 
EXECUTED IN 

ENGLAND 

1661 LOUIS 
XIV KING OF 

FRANCE 

1665 CHARLES 
II KING OF 

SPAIN 

1688 THE GLORIOUS 
REVOLUTION 

1689 BILL OF RIGHTS IN 
ENGLAND 
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